Consistent with Catholic health care organizations, St. John Health System operates in
accordance with the Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services, and
therefore does not approve or support contraceptive practices. However, only physicians (not
institutions) are licensed to practice medicine and make medical judgments. While our
physicians agree to abide by the Directives, they also have the ability to prescribe medications,
including hormonal medications, in accordance with their independent professional medical
judgment. This includes informing patients when they are operating under their own
professional medical judgment and not on behalf of St. John Health System.



