March 13, 2018

Bartlesville Board of Education,

I appreciate the Bartlesville Board of Education developing a plan for the legislature to consider. We, as elected officials, must address this critical budget issue for teachers and state programs our citizens utilize.
The Bartlesville, “The Time Is Now Plan,” has many components that have been before the members this Session. Unfortunately, all of the plans have failed. The plan I think that has more support and the one in which I will endorse includes the following:
· GPT at 4%.









$135 million.
· Cigarette tax increase at $1.00 per pack. 





$163 million.
(These funds would go to support health programs).
· Gasoline increase to 3 cents and diesel to 6 cents. 




$113 million. 

(These funds would go to support transportation).
· Little cigar. 









$13 million.
· Wind GPT. 









$23 million.
· Gaming Ball and Dice. 







$22 million.
· Income tax reform. 








$74 million.
· Total:










$543 million.

With this plans, we would generate $543 million which allow funding for the following:

· $5,000 dollars for teacher pay raise. 






$289 million.
· $1,000 dollars for school support employees.




$26 million.
· $1,000 state employees raise.







$36 million.
· Total: 










$351 million.
Additional funds to cover our hole for the teaching hospitals. 

The remaining funds would create funding for identified agencies in need of funds. 
Whatever plan we move, it must be now, not the future. The time is now to invest in Oklahoma.

Representative Earl Sears

District 11
